
 
A workshop on modernizing the foreclosure 
process to ensure the best outcomes for consumers 
and neighborhoods 

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

7:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30  Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Dick Todd 
Vice President, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 
 

8:45 An Overview of Foreclosure Activity in Minnesota and the Nation 

Michael Grover 
Project Director, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 
 

9:15 Understanding the Foreclosure Process 

Karen Duggleby 
Director of Research and Program Evaluation, Home Ownership Center 
Rachel Smith 
Homeownership Coordinator, Dakota County Community Development Agency 
 

10:00 Break 
 
10:15 State Foreclosure Laws:  How Different Are They, Why That Matters, and 

Their Effect on Lending   

Donald Brewster 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel, Origen Financial, Inc. 
Ann Burkhart 
Professor, University of Minnesota Law School 
Prentiss Cox 
Associate Professor, University of Minnesota Law School 
Moderator:  
Dan Tyson 
Attorney, Best & Flanagan, LLP 

 
11:45 Networking Lunch 
 



AGENDA, CONT. 
 
12:45 p.m. Break 
 
1:00 Concurrent Sessions  
 

Session One:  Reforming State Foreclosure Laws (RIVER ROOM) 

Prentiss Cox 
Associate Professor, University of Minnesota Law School 
Jim Davnie 
Representative, Minnesota House of Representatives 
Larry Wilford 
Attorney, Wilford & Geske 
Moderator:  
Warren Hanson 
President, Greater Minnesota Housing Fund 

 
Session Two:  The Trouble with Foreclosure Data (WISCONSIN ROOM) 

Jill Alverson 
County Auditor/Treasurer, Hennepin County 
Naomi Bierma 
Assistant Vice President, Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
Brian Houser 
Vice President, Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
Colleen O’Brien 
President, Housing Link 
Moderator:  
Laura Smith 
Assistant Professor, Macalester College 

 
Session Three:  Strategies to Address the Rise in Vacant and Abandoned 
Properties (4C) 

Bryan Esenberg 
NeighborHomes Manager, Neighborhood Housing Services Redevelopment Corporation of Chicago 
Frank Ford 
Vice President for Special Projects, Neighborhood Progress, Inc. of Cleveland 
Melissa Manderschied 
Attorney, Kennedy & Graven 
Moderator:  
Marcia Moermond 
Legislative Hearing Officer and Senior Policy Analyst, City of St. Paul 



AGENDA, CONT. 
 

Session Four:  Using Data to Develop Early Warning Systems (MISSOURI 
ROOM) 

Tara Jackson 
Research Director, Philadelphia Neighborhood Information System, University of Pennsylvania 
Kellie Jones 
Senior Project Coordinator, City of Minneapolis 
Kris Nelson 
Program Director, Center for Urban and Regional Affairs, University of Minnesota 
Emily Trenholm 
Executive Director, Community Development Council of Greater Memphis 
Moderator:  
Will Craig 
Associate Director, Center for Urban and Regional Affairs, University of Minnesota 

 
2:45 Break  
 
3:15 Policymaker Panel:  Proposals to Address Foreclosures and Abandoned 

Properties 

Cecile Bedor 
Director, Planning and Economic Development, City of St. Paul 
Gail Dorfman 
Commissioner, Hennepin County 
Tom Fulton 
President, Family Housing Fund 
Linda Higgins 
Senator, Minnesota Senate 
 
Moderator:  
Autumn Lubin 
President, Yellow Wood Consulting 

 
4:45 Closing Remarks 

Dick Todd 
Vice President, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 

 
5:00 Adjourn  


