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Paper, 36%

Yard trimmings, 12%

Food scraps, 11%

Plastics, 11%

Metals, 8%

Rubber, leather & textiles, 7%

Wood, 6%

Glass, 6%

Other, 3%

* By weight, before recycling.

Source: “Municipal Solid Waste in the United States: 2001 Facts and Figures,” U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

MSW is computed from reported tonnages of: [Landfill +
Exported Landfill + MSW Recycled] - [C&D Landfill + Industrial
Landfill + Imported Landfill + Imported Waste-to-energy]  

Data are for 2002 unless noted otherwise.

*   2001 MSW data are from the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality’s draft 2004 Integrated Waste
Management Plan.

**  SD figure is considerably below per capita figures for all
other states, suggesting a data problem. State officials say
510,606 tons of MSW were landfilled in 2003.

***U.S. per capita generation excludes Alabama, Alaska and
Montana, which did not provide data to SOG.

Source: MSW data from “The State of Garbage” (SOG),
January 2004; population figures from U.S. Census 

Data are for 2002 unless noted otherwise.

*   1998 estimates are from SOG, November 2000, and include
yard and construction and demolition waste.

**  South Dakota’s Department of Environment and Natural
Resources estimates a 2001 recycling rate of 37%. SOG uses
a different formula for calculating the rate and arrives at a
lower number.

***Wisconsin’s Department of Natural Resources estimates a
recycling rate closer to 40 percent. SOG uses a different for-
mula  for calculating the rate and arrives at a lower number.

Source: “The State of Garbage” (SOG), January 2004, BioCycle.


