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For more information:

The FCC Definition of Broadband: 
Analysis and History 
(broadbandnow.com)

Definition of Broadband (1996 – Present)
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18 percent of people on tribal lands lack 
broadband Internet access1

30 percent of people on rural tribal 
lands lack broadband Internet access1

33 percent of people on rural tribal 
lands do not have home Internet service2

• 21 percentage points higher than 
households on rural, neighboring non-
tribal lands2

Statistics (Pre-Pandemic)

1. FCC Form 477 Data, June 2020
2. American Community Survey 2015-2019 Data; Bauer, Feir, & Gregg (2022)
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https://www.minneapolisfed.org/research/cicd-working-paper-series/the-tribal-digital-divide-extent-and-explanations


Speed Tests

Federal Communications Commission

U.S. Census Bureau

National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration

Data Overview
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HISTORY
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PEOPLE IN INDIAN COUNTRY HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN EARLY ADOPTERS OF TECHNOLOGY



The 1996 Telecommunications Act
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Lack of Tribal Input



1996 Broadband Definition in 1999 and 2000

At the time, the U.S. had 105.5 
million households.

Only 70% of Zip Codes reported at 
least one subscriber of high-speed 
Internet access.

FCC High-Speed Services for Internet Access Reports, 2000
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Little Information About Tribal Lands
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The focus in the 2000s was on the 
expansion of broadband nationally, not 
on the disparities in access.



2015: Disparities in Access
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FCC Broadband Progress Report, 2015
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Free licenses for wireless spectrum 
available for tribes

2020: 2.5 GHz Tribal Priority Window
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• Tribal Broadband Connectivity 
Program created

• BEAD program created
• Emergency Broadband Benefit 

created (later renamed to Affordable 
Connectivity Program)

• News coverage about lack of 
Internet access in Indian Country

COVID-19
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TODAY



• Broadband expansion for rural 
economies

• The role of technology in 
agriculture

• Supporting local cooperatives 
and utilities

U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Telephone & 
Electric 

Cooperatives

Farms & 
Small 

Businesses

Rural 
Economies



Federal Communications Commission
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FCC National Broadband Map

https://broadbandmap.fcc.gov/home


Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
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Broadband access on 
tribal lands is a complex 
policy issue. 

Broadband is just one 
area that shows data 
gaps on tribal lands.

Takeaways
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Contact:

H Rose Trostle
H.Trostle@mpls.frb.org

mailto:H.Trostle@mpls.frb.org

	Slide Number 1
	The views expressed here are the presenter’s and not necessarily those of the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis or the Federal Reserve System.
	Slide Number 3
	Statistics & Data
	Definition of Broadband (1996 – Present)
	Statistics (Pre-Pandemic)
	Data Overview
	History
	People in Indian country have always been early adopters of technology
	The 1996 Telecommunications Act
	1996 Broadband Definition in 1999 and 2000
	Little Information About Tribal Lands
	2015: Disparities in Access
	2020: 2.5 GHz Tribal Priority Window
	COVID-19
	Today
	U.S. Department of Agriculture
	Federal Communications Commission
	National Telecommunications and Information Administration
	Takeaways
	Slide Number 21

