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• List of tribally owned businesses 
assembled by the CICD:​

• Includes enterprises owned by lower 
48 federally recognized tribes​

• 4,096 businesses in 2021 owned by 
330 tribes​

• Compiled from mid-2021 through 
mid-2023​

• First comprehensive look at tribally 
owned businesses

• A snapshot of data; it includes every 
tribally-owned business findable from 
mid-2021 to mid-2023.

What is the Native Entity Enterprises Dataset (NEED)?



• Gaming and federal 
contracting are two key 
categories of Native 
entity-owned 
businesses.

• Less than half of tribes 
with businesses in the 
NEED are in both federal 
contracting and 
gaming—but they own 
about 75% of all NEED 
businesses.

Tribes with both gaming and federal contracting own proportionately more 
businesses

Source: Authors’ calculations using data from the Native Entity Enterprises Dataset v2025Q3 (from the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis) and the National Establishment Time Series.



• Sectors are broad 
categories (e.g., retail trade) 
and industries are narrow 
categories (e.g., gas 
stations).

• Lower rates of 
concentration indicate that 
tribes own many different 
types of businesses.

• Tribes with neither 
contracting nor gaming tend 
to be more concentrated.

Tribes with gaming and federal contracting tend to be less concentrated (i.e., 
more diversified) in other industries

Note: The lowest the concentration index can be is 0.053 across all sectors and 0.002 across all industries.

Source: Authors’ calculations using data from the Native Entity Enterprises Dataset v2025Q3 (from the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis) and the National Establishment Time Series.
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