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Q:  What is Minnesota Compass? 

A:    A data indicators and  

        community improvement project 

 
Compass gives everyone in our state  

– policymakers, business and community leaders, 

and concerned individuals who live and work here – 

a common foundation to identify, understand, and act 

on issues that affect our communities. 
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Thank you, Minnesota Compass funders! 

3M Foundation 

B.C. Gamble, P.W. Skogmo Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation 

Blandin Foundation 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield 

of Minnesota Foundation 

Bush Foundation 

Greater Twin Cities United Way 

Initiative Foundation 

Mardag Foundation 

Northland Foundation 

Northwest Minnesota Foundation 

Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation 

Southwest Initiative Foundation 

*The McKnight Foundation 

The Saint Paul Foundation 

Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota 

West Central Initiative 

Amherst H. Wilder Foundation 

* Funder of the Minneapolis-St. Paul neighborhood profiles 
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www.mncompass.org 

Minnesota Compass helps us… 

figure out  
where we’ve 
been, where we 
are now, and  
where we are 
going…along 
with strategies 
to change 
course 
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Aging 

Transportation 
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Did you know that MN Compass has…? 

 More than 3,000 graphs and tables 

 Data for the US, 50 state comparisons, the top 25 
metro areas, plus — within Minnesota — 7 regions, 
87 counties, the 52 largest cities, and 450+ school 
districts  

 Data by race/ethnicity, gender, income, and more 

 Monthly analysis from researchers and commentary 
from community leaders and funders  

 Twitter feed with breaking data news 

 E-library, research-tested strategies 

 A ―Compass Toolbox‖ with free widgets 

The most recent data  

available for Minneapolis  

and St. Paul neighborhoods! 
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Neighborhood profiles overview 

   17 planning districts in St. Paul 

+ 87 neighborhoods in Minneapolis 

+ 11 communities in Minneapolis 

 115 neighborhood profiles 

 

• Comparison data for the City of Minneapolis 

and the City of St. Paul are contained in each 

profile for their respective smaller geographies 
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Neighborhoods 

roll up to 

communities in 

Minneapolis 

For example, 

Southwest 

community 

contains 9 

neighborhoods 
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How did we get here? 

• Co-conveners 
• Sarah Hernandez, The McKnight Foundation  

• Jeff Washburn, Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers 

• Partners  
• City of Minneapolis, City of St. Paul, Center for Urban and 

Regional Affairs, the Local Initiatives Support Corporation, National 

Neighborhood Indicators Partnership, United Way  

• Advisory group 
• A broad group of community members met twice over the summer 

to help us understand local data needs/concerns 
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Brief web tour 

www.mncompass.org 
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Trends for 

population, age, 

tenure 

(owners/renters) 

and median 

household 

income 
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Where does the data come from? 

Three sources from the U.S. Census Bureau:  

• 2010 decennial census (and 1990 and 2000 for trends)  

• Population by age, race and ethnicity, housing units and types of 

households 

 

• 2009 Local Employment Dynamics from OnTheMap 

• Employment of residents, commuting patterns, local job characteristics 

 

• 2005-2009 American Community Survey  

• All other data including income, education, housing and social 

characteristics 
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Technical details 

• ACS counts have been weighted to the 2010 

counts for housing and population 

• Provides a better estimate of how many people or housing 

units relate to each characteristic 

• Error margins do not appear in the .pdf profiles 

• This doesn’t mean they don’t exist! 

• Some data is suppressed in the .pdf profiles 
• Fewer than 10 people or units in a category 

• The error margins were greater than ± 10 percentage points 
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Major Neighborhood Trends 
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Population and age trends  

• From 2000-2010, 45 neighborhoods lost people, 

56 gained people  

• Concentration of children in North Minneapolis 
• In Hawthorne, Jordan, McKinley, Sumner–Glenwood, and East 

Phillips, more than 35% of residents are children under age 18 

• Older residents 
• Majority of neighborhoods have a smaller share of residents age 

65+ in 2010 than in 2000 

• In St. Anthony West, East Harriet, Cedar-Isles-Dean, and 

Marshall Terrace, more than 5% of residents are 85+ 
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Race and ethnicity 

• 32 neighborhoods are ―minority-majority‖             

– less than 50% White, non-Hispanic 

• In 3 neighborhoods, Black residents       

made up more than half of the population 

• In Central and Midtown Phillips, more than 4 in 10 

residents are Hispanic/Latino 

• In 5 of the 17 St. Paul planning districts, Asian 

residents accounted for more than 20% of population 
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Immigration and language 

Language  

• In the Central neighborhood in Minneapolis, more 

than half of residents speak a language other than 

English at home 

• In Frogtown/Thomas-Dale neighborhood in St. 

Paul, more than 40 percent of residents do 
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Mobility and vacancy 

• In 20 neighborhoods, 30% of more of households 

had lived in a different place in the U.S. a year ago 

• Saint Paul’s West Side neighborhood has a very 

low rates of residential turnover, with roughly 85 

percent living there at least a year 

• Nokomis community tops that list in Minneapolis 

• Nearly 20 percent of the housing units in 

Minneapolis’s Jordan and Hawthorne are vacant 
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Jobs and economy 

• Jobs in each city’s central business district:  

• About 124,000 in Minneapolis’s Downtown West and 

about 47,000 in St. Paul’s Capitol River/Downtown area 

 

• Real median income is down in more than half of 

neighborhoods over the decade 

• In 19 neighborhoods, more than 3 in 10 residents 

live in poverty 
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Transportation and commuting 

• Public transportation 

• In Powderhorn community, nearly 1 

in 5 use public transit to get to work, 

as do 1 in 7 workers in St. Paul’s St. 

Anthony Park neighborhood 

• 44% of Minneapolis employed 

residents work in their city 

• 33% of St. Paul employed 

residents work in their city 
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Using these data to understand               

& improve neighborhoods 

• Identify vacant homes for          

neighborhood stabilization efforts 

• Target and tailor services and strategies to racial, 

ethnic, and immigrant communities 

• Identify service gaps, such as caregiving services 

for older adults or child & youth programming 

• Develop transportation strategies knowing 

commuting patterns, public transportation usage 
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Stay in touch with Minnesota Compass:  

1. Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter at mncompass.org 

2. Follow us on Twitter @MNCompass 

3. Send us reports for the Library 

4. Submit your ―Ideas at Work‖ 

5. Connect on the Compass Facebook site 

6. Subscribe to RSS feeds by library topic 
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Andi Egbert 

andi.egbert@wilder.org 

 

www.mncompass.org/ 

twincities/neighborhoods.php 

 

Thank you! 


