
Skill Development and Workforce Outcomes: 
Low Income Youth and Youth of Color

Margaret C. Simms
Institute Fellow



Employment to Population Ratios 
by Race and Ethnicity, 2003-2017

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Statistics Current Population Survey - CPS)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Ja
n-

03
Ju

l-0
3

Ja
n-

04
Ju

l-0
4

Ja
n-

05
Ju

l-0
5

 Ja
n 

20
06

Ju
l-0

6
Ja

n-
07

Ju
l-0

7
Ja

n-
08

Ju
l-0

8
Ja

n-
09

Ju
l-0

9
Ja

n-
10

Ju
l-1

0
Ja

n-
11

Ju
l-1

1
Ja

n-
12

Ju
l-1

2
Ja

n-
13

Ju
l-1

3
Ja

n-
14

Ju
l-1

4
Ja

n-
15

Ju
l-1

5
Ja

n-
16

Ju
l-1

6
Ja

n-
17

White

Af. Am

Hispanic



Characteristics of Youth Ages 16 to 18 without a High 
School Diploma and Not Enrolled in School

Source: American Community Survey, 2008-12, five year estimates, from Scott, Zhang, and Koball, 

Dropping Out and Clocking in.



Adult Employment, by High School Graduation and 
Adolescent Worker Status

Source: US Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997 

cohort, 1997–2011 (rounds 1–15), from Latham, Scott, and Koball, Dropping Out, Clocking In and 

Falling Behind.



Annual Earnings among Employed Adults, by High 
School Graduation and Adolescent Worker Status

Source: US Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 

1997 cohort, 1997–2011 (rounds 1–15), from Latham, Scott, and Koball, Dropping Out, Clocking 

In and Falling Behind.
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