
Stories of Success through Data 
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AIHEC-AIMS Vision 
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This system will be the 

foundation for systemic 

reform that significantly 

increases — and, for the 

first time, accurately 

measures — American 

Indian success in higher 

education.   



Quantitative and Qualitative 
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Single, No Dependents Single, Dependents

Married, No Dependents Married, Dependents

4% 

13% 
9% 9% 8% 

22% 

11% 12% 13% 

0%
5%

10%
15%
20%
25%

A
m

er
ic

an
 In

d
ia

n
St

u
d

ie
s

B
u

si
n

es
s

Ed
u

ca
ti

o
n

H
ea

lt
h

 C
ar

e
er

s
an

d
 N

u
rs

in
g

H
u

m
an

 S
e

rv
ic

es

Li
b

er
al

 A
rt

s

ST
EM

V
o

ca
ti

o
n

al
/C

ar
ee

r
P

ro
gr

am
s

U
n

d
e

cl
ar

ed
/N

o
n

d
ec

la
re

d

Fall 2015 Enrollment 

American Indian Studies Business

Education Health Careers and Nursing

Human Services Liberal Arts

STEM Vocational/Career Programs

Undeclared/Nondeclared

5% 

26% 

14% 
25% 

15% 

6% 

1% 

Age Range, Fall 2015 

15 to 17 18 to 21 22 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 49 50 to 64 65 over
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What do the data tell us? 
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The Economic Impact of Tribal Colleges 

RoI: For Every $1…   

Federal:  $2.40 

State/Region:  $5.20 

Students:  $4.10 

March 2016: 

“…I read your economic study today and found 

it to be very helpful--particularly the part about 

the benefit-cost ratio… I am thinking of other 

sources of income for TCUs.  Does AIHEC 

compile data on donations to TCUs from 

alumni and tribal governments?  I'm looking 

for a potential talking point about how the 

wealthier tribes and alumni are strong 

donors because they recognize how TCUs 

are part of the equation for lifting Indian 

country out of poverty.” 

Congressional Staff 



Developmental Math Successful Completion 
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61% 

62% 

65% 63% 

67% 

62% 
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All TCUs 4-yr TCUs 2-yr TCUs



Women at TCUs 
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31% 

6% 
54% 

9% 

Gender and Ethnicity 

AI/AN Male Non-Native Male

AI/AIN Female Non-Native Female



American Indian Women at TCUs 
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55% 45% 

First-Generation 

First-Generation Not First-Generation

43% 

44% 

9% 3% 

Marital and Dependents 

Single, No Children
Single, with Children
Married, with Children
Married, No Children

48% 

44% 

8% 

Age Range 

24 and Under 25-49 50 and Over



Successful Course Completion 
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78% 

71% 

66%

68%

70%

72%

74%

76%

78%

80%

Non-Degree-Seeking Degree-Seeking

Non-Degree-Seeking Degree-Seeking



Our Communities 

TCUs 

lead the nation in preparing  American Indian 

nurses, social workers, and allied health workers. 



Ryan Brown, Cankdeska Cikana Community College 

Spirit Lake Dakota Tribe (ND)  

– Tribe’s First Engineer in December 2015 



TCU Student, Graduate, Faculty, and Staff 
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