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• What we know about education and income 
 

• The job market: Not as bad as you think 
 

• How to invest in yourself 



Is college worth it? 

• Simple answer: yes 
 

• Complex answer: Depends on you 
 

• College is expensive, but pays off over time, like any 
investment 
 

• Not all college educations created equal 
 

• There are other ways to invest in yourself beyond 
college 



 
 
 

The job market: Not as bad as you think 
Nonfarm employment, percent change from a year earlier, 2012 

 



Workforce by age – we’re not getting younger 
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Rising job openings, but high unemployment 
Why? 



What skills do employers want? 

• A long list of technical qualifications 
– Welders, machine-tool operators 
– Database programming, network administration 
– Etc. 

 
• But also “soft skills” 

– Timeliness, professional conduct 
– Problem-solving ability 
– Communication, dispute resolution 



How to invest in you? 

• Education for technical skills 
– Keep career focus in 4-year college 
– Vocational/technical school for job-specifics 
– Professional training to keep growing 

 
• Can also develop “soft skills” 

– Work experience 
– Practice with friends/relatives 
– Social network IRL 
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