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Charter Locations and Demographics 

Chicago charter and traditional neighborhood 
schools show similar locational and demographic 
patterns. Most are: 
•  predominantly non-white – either predominantly black or 

predominantly Latino; 
•  with high poverty rates – 88% and 91%. 

All predominantly white and most racially diverse/integrated 
schools in the city are private. 



However 
•  Charter schools are more likely than traditionals to be single race/

ethnic group. 
–  In 2012-13, roughly 8 percent of traditional schools were racially diverse in 

the traditional sense (non-white shares between 20% and 60%). 
–  Another 17 percent showed a relatively balanced mix of black and Latino 

students (with no single group representing more than 60%). 
–  No charters had non-white shares between 20 and 60 percent and only 7% 

had a relatively balanced mix of black and Latino students. 

•  Traditional schools show disadvantages in some characteristics 
with great potential to affect student performance. 
–  More limited English students 
–  More special education students 
–  Greater mobility (turnover) rates 
–  Lower attendance rates 





Student Performance 

Because of demographic differences it is important 
to control for school characteristics when comparing 
charters and traditionals. 

 
The analysis therefore controlled for racial mixes, % 
limited English, % special education, % low income, 
% homeless,  chronic truancy rates, attendance rates 
and mobility rates. 



Student Performance (cont.) 

Charters and traditionals were compared in 24 ways 
using 12 different performance measures, including 
reading and math testing, reading and math 
improvement during the school year, four and five 
graduation rates, and ACT scores. 
 
Traditionals out-performed charters in 19 of 24 
comparisons (15 statistically significant) 
 
Charters out-performed traditionals in 5 of 24 
comparisons (1 statistically significant) 
 





Contact Us: 
http://www.law.umn.edu/metro.html 


