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Source: Railroad communications and interviews

Battling backups
Railroad capacity improvement projects in the Ninth District
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Track expansions at Helena,  
Livingston and Laurel terminals

Extend siding to 
handle longer trains

Track extended to  
ease congestion  
in train yards

Six siding projects to allow 
trains to pass on single track
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55 miles of second 
mainline track to expand 
capacity in the oil patch

Installation of CTC signal 
system to expedite train 
movement

Construction of sidings  
to allow passing of trains  
on single mainline

CTC signals and 
track crossovers

Trains rerouted between  
Minneapolis and St. Paul 

to reduce delays

Laying double track between Minneapolis and 
St. Paul to reduce delays

Double tracking and signal improvements 
at La Crosse terminal   

Installation of  
119 miles of CTC

Extension of  
three passing 

sidings for trains

CTC installation  
and laying of  
double track

47 miles of 
CTC installed

Expansion of Dickinson 
terminal to accommodate 
more freight

Installation of CTC

New segment of double  
track to increase capacity

One new passing siding and  
six siding extensions

Extension of CTC 129 miles to  
Canadian border at Portal

Track upgrade to accommodate 
shuttle trains  

RRV&W

BLUE	 =	 projects completed 2013-14
RED	 =	 projects to be completed 2015-16
CTC	 =	 centralized traffic control
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* 	Mainlines of major railroads, and selected regional and 
short-line railroads

Freight rail lines*

UNION PACIFIC


